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September 16th, 2008

Ms. Marlene S. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte Statement
ET Docket No. 08-59

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Cessna Aircraft Company ("Cessna") hereby submits comments concerning the issues
presented in the above-referenced proceeding.

Cessna is the world's leading general aviation company. Cessna celebrated its 80th

anniversary last year, and has delivered more than 190,000 aircraft since its inception. Cessna
currently employs more than 16,000 people worldwide, and last year's sales exceeded $5 billion.
Cessna's success is due in large part because we are able to develop, test, certify, and
manufacture new aircraft to meet the growing domestic and international demand for our
products and services. Cessna's business would be hurt significantly should our flight testing
capabilities be compromised.

The Commission has invited comment on a proposal by GE Healthcare ("GEH") for a
new spectrum allocation for a Medical Body Area Network Service ("MBANS") in the band
2360-2400 MHz. Cessna is seriously concerned that locating MBANS in that pali of the
spectrum is incompatible with existing users, nalllely those of us (civilian and military) who
gather data using Aeronautical Mobile Telemetry (AMT) during the flight testing of aircraft alld
missiles. Flight testing is both a risky business and an expensive one. It is imperative that tests
are conducted as safely as possible and in an environment free of ally possible interference.
American businesses, not just Cessna's, will be placed at a significant competitive disadvantage
if other users are allowed to operate in, and cause interference to, spectrum allocated for flight
testing.

In fact, Cessna conducted testing which showed conclusively that MBANS and AMT
cannot coexist in the Sallle spectrum. Destructive interference from an MBANS equivalent
transmitter occurred, even with the aircraft at close range, and despite the use of state of the art
receiving equipment and the best efforts of the operating persollilel. For Cessna, the conclusion
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is inescapable. Namely, that reliable aeronautical telemetry Call1iot be conducted in the presence
of MBANS devices sharing the same spectrum within line of sight to the AMT receiving
alltenna. The entire test was documented on video, portions of which were shown to the FCC as
part of an Ex Parte presentation by the Aerospace & Flight Test Radio Coordinating Council
(AFTRCC).

Additionally, Cessna has been closely following the development ofiNET, a new
technology for aeronautical telemetry, with an eye towards implementation when it becomes
available. iNET will provide a high power uplink component not present in our current AMT
technology. In turn, this will enable new capabilities such as in-flight reconfiguration of the
aircraft instrumentation, reallocation of bandwidth, and other new capabilities beneficial to flight
testing and aircraft development and certification. AFTRCC has commented that iNET will
interfere with MBANS, and Cessna concurs with those comments.

While the Commission might consider geographic exclusion zones as a possible solution,
Cessna believes that this would prove thoroughly unworkable. There is no practical way to limit
the locations and movements of patients who might use MBANS, and there would be a constant
threat to the validity and success of flight testing. Since the threat of interference would be
constant for both the MBANS patient and the flight test community, Cessna believes the safe and
prudent course of action is to separate the two communities by assigning spectrum for MBANS
devices in bands other than those used for AMT.

Therefore, Cessna strongly recommends that the Commission reject GEH's
proposal to operate MBANS in the band 2360-2400 MHz.

Chairman, President & CEO
Cessna Aircraft Company
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